
 

 

Retreat and Retrieve: Endodontic Battles with Broken Files 

 

Course highlights:  

Instrument separation during endodontic treatment poses a significant clinical challenge, 

particularly in retreatment cases. This workshop presentation reviews the causes of file 

separation and explores current approaches for managing broken instruments—including 

bypassing techniques, ultrasonic retrieval, and surgical interventions. The session emphasizes 

decision-making based on fragment location, canal anatomy, and infection status, while also 

highlighting the role of advanced technologies such as dental operating microscopes (DOM) 

and cone-beam computed tomography (CBCT). Practical tips, clinical protocols, and real 

case scenarios will be discussed to help clinicians confidently manage this complex 

complication. 
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